Today, anybody can upload research reports and data to the internet making research results instantaneously available to the world. In this situation, what is the benefit publishing in a scientific journal such as *Water Research*? In the end, it comes down to trust. The trust of readers in the significance and quality of articles published in *Water Research*. And the trust of authors in the rigor and the fairness of the review process.

How are decisions made at *Water Research*? There is an initial screening by the handling editor to evaluate scope and suitability of the manuscript. At this stage, also manuscripts that do not meet basic quality standards of writing and presentation are rejected ([@bib1]). Manuscripts that pass the initial screening are sent out to experts in the field for peer review. Once sufficient reviews have been received, the editor takes the ultimate decision to accept, ask for revisions, or reject the manuscript.

There are some concerns and the reputation of peer review has been tainted as the process involves human judgement and there can be mistakes. We, the editors of *Water Research,* are confident that peer review overall works and it provides the necessary basis for editorial decisions that are trusted by readers and authors of the journal. High quality and quick reviews are the foundation of the peer review system.

With an ever increasing number of manuscripts submitted to scientific journals, high quality and rapid peer review may very well be the Achilles heel of scientific publishing. The number of papers submitted to *Water Research* has increased over the past 10 years from 2732 (in 2009) to 5897 (in 2019). We, the editorial board of *Water Research,* want to express our sincere gratitude to *all* the reviewers that help us evaluate these manuscripts submitted to *Water Research*. You support and dedication to *Water Research* is much appreciated. The journal could not exist without your support. Some reviewers and associate editors go beyond the call of duty and they are outstanding in terms of number and in terms of quality of reviews. We dedicate this editorial especially to those reviewers and associated that were truly outstanding in their service in the past two years. Thanks to all reviewers -- and especially to our outstanding reviewers and associate editors!
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